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Alternative Voices on the Internet 
Managing the News Online

Grassroots Media Conference 2008
 http://radicalreference.info/gmc2008/alternative_voices

How do I find news? How can I locate RSS Feeds specifically?
General Web Search Engines (search for blogs and posts on topics of interest) 
- Scroogle: (http://www.scroogle.org/cgi-bin/scraper.htm) 
Scroogle disguises the Internet address of users who want to run Google searches anonymously.
- Technorati: (http://technorati.com/) 

- Google Blog Search: (http://blogsearch.google.com/?hl=en&tab=wb) 

News Feed (RSS) Search Engines (use to search for feeds-not posts or individual articles)
- Syndic8: (http://www.syndic8.com/)
- Feedbase: (http://feedbase.net/) 
Bloglines Directory (use to search for feeds or posts)
-Access via “search” tab when logged in OR directly at http://www.bloglines.com/search 
Additional Sources for Feeds, Including Specialized Feeds

- Global Voices Online (http://www.globalvoicesonline.org/)

- Alternative Weeklies Feeds (http://www.altweeklies.com/alternative/AltWeeklies/index)

- Indymedia Syndication (http://www.indymedia.org/en/static/syndication.shtml)

- GovTrack.us (http://www.govtrack.us)

- Flickr (http://www.flickr.com/)

- LibraryThing (http://www.librarything.com/)

A Brief Nod to Audio…

- Juice (formerly iPodder) (http://juicereceiver.sourceforge.net/) podcast receiver

- Odeo (http://odeo.com/) search for podcasts

Subscription Databases (usually fee-based but available via public and academic libraries) The following are available through the Brooklyn Public Library (http://search3.webfeat.org/clients/41/basic.html)
- Academic Search Premier (“create alert for this search” in EBSCO Host databases)

- New York State Newspapers

How do I manage the news?

Feed readers!  There are Web-based as well as client-side (machine-specific) readers. 
- A Directory of RSS Aggregators (http://www.aggcompare.com/)

- Bloglines (http://www.bloglines.com/)

- Netvibes (http://www.netvibes.com/)

Discussion

Do these kinds of tools contribute to the media justice movement simply by making our job (as activists) of keeping track of news and developments easier?  Do these tools really help us to find alternative media?  Do they help us as creators of media online?

Do you think that subscribing to RSS feeds might ultimately limit the amount of sources you encounter, or will it inspire you to widen your Web reading?

Q&A

…And don’t forget to stop by the Rad Ref booth for more info!
Contact nyc@radicalreference.info with any other questions or suggestions.

